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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for terminating a gearshift for an automatic trans-
mission for a motor vehicle is provided, wherein a positive-
locking shifting element is involved. After the initiation of the
gearshift, there is an evaluation of the continuous signals of at
least one control unit of the vehicle, which affect the engine
torque and thus the turbine speed gradient. Based on the
evaluation of the signals, an upcoming change to the turbine
speed gradient that exceeds a first predetermined threshold
value or falls short of a second predetermined threshold value
is detected, and, upon such detection, the gearshift is termi-
nated.

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD FOR TERMINATING A
GEARSHIFT FOR AN AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE
WHEREIN AT LEAST ONE
POSITIVE-LOCKING SHIFTING ELEMENT
IS INVOLVED

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for terminating a
gearshift for an automatic transmission for a motor vehicle,
wherein at least one engaged positive-locking shifting ele-
ment is involved.

BACKGROUND

With automatic transmissions of motor vehicles, which use
positive-locking shifting elements in addition to friction-
locking shifting elements, during gearshifts, the shifting com-
mand for closing the at least one positive-locking shifting
element is triggered by means of the application of force
(through, for example, electromechanical actuators, the
application of hydraulic or pneumatic force, etc). by the trans-
mission software with a certain temporal suspension prior to
achieving the point of synchronization of the at least one
positive-locking shifting element

Through this, after the expiration of the existing delays (in
particular, signal propagation delays, hydraulic delays, the
covering of the stretch for the closing of the positive-locking
shifting element, etc), a pre-defined differential rotational
speed window for the actual single-track process for the posi-
tive-locking shifting element is met.

This approach is especially important if, upon a downshift
and the engagement of a gear, one engaged shifting element is
a positive-locking shifting element.

In particular with hydraulically actuated positive-locking
shifting elements in automatic transmissions, the temporal
suspension prior to reaching the point of synchronization is
strongly dependent on the temperature of the transmission oil.

The required temporal suspension for the triggering of the
closing of a positive-locking shifting element may be deter-
mined from trials, and in an automatic transmission is calcu-
lated from the turbine speed gradient.

If, after the triggering of the signal for the closing of the
positive-locking shifting element, a spontaneous change to
the turbine speed gradient exceeding a predetermined thresh-
old value arises, the differential rotational speed window
necessary for the harmless engagement of the positive-lock-
ing shifting element, in a disadvantageous manner, can no
longer be achieved because of the very low shift time of the
shifting element up to the form lock, even through counter-
measures.

SUMMARY

The present invention is subject to the task of specifying a
method for terminating a gearshift for an automatic transmis-
sion for a motor vehicle, wherein at least one engaged posi-
tive-locking shifting element is involved. Additional objects
and advantages of the invention will be set forth in part in the
following description, or may be obvious from the descrip-
tion, or may be learned through practice of the invention.

In the event that the change to the turbine speed gradient
exceeds a predetermined threshold, by which a secure ending
of the gearshift through the closing of the positive-locking
shifting element is no longer ensured, such a gearshift should
be terminated as early as possible through the method. The
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method in accordance with the invention is feasible particu-
larly for downshifts and for the engagement of a gear.

This task is solved by the characteristics of embodiments
set forth in the claims, including the additional arrangements
and advantages under the invention arise from the sub-claims.

Accordingly, a method for terminating a gearshift for an
automatic transmission for a motor vehicle, wherein at least
one positive-locking shifting element is involved, within the
framework of which, after the initiation of the gearshift, there
is an evaluation of the continuous signals of at least one
control unit of the vehicle, which affect the engine torque and
thus the turbine speed gradient, in order to detect an effect on
the turbine speed gradient that is strong in the short term and
unfavorable for the gearshift, and to securely terminate a
critical gearshift at an early stage.

For example, signals from the transmission’s ESP control
unit, ABS control unit and/or TCS (traction control system)
control unit can be evaluated, since such control units can
demand more engine torque or reduce the engine torque. In
addition, signals can be used by other driving dynamics con-
trol systems of the vehicle.

Based on the evaluation of the signals, an upcoming change
to the turbine speed gradient that exceeds a first predeter-
mined threshold value or falls short of a second predeter-
mined threshold value is detected, whereas, upon the detec-
tion of an upcoming change to the turbine speed gradient that
exceeds the first predetermined threshold value or falls short
of the second predetermined threshold value, the gearshift is
terminated.

For example, upon the commencement of a gearshift (i.e.,
directly after the shifting command), a leading engine break
signal can be constantly read by the ESP control unit (i.e.,
from the control unit for the electronic stability program). If
the engine break signal exceeds a first predetermined thresh-
old value or falls short of a second predetermined threshold
value, a corresponding upcoming change to the turbine speed
gradient that exceeds a first predetermined threshold value or
falls short of a second predetermined threshold value is
detected, and the gearshift is terminated.

Thereby, it can be provided that the gearshift is terminated
if the engine break signal exceeds a first predetermined
threshold value or falls short of a second predetermined
threshold value, and an interruption counter exceeds a prede-
termined threshold value.

The approach for an ABS control unit and a TCS control
unit of the vehicle can proceed by analogy to the approach
described for the ESP control unit.

In the event that the engaged positive-locking shifting ele-
ment has still not been actuated, it will be terminated in the
actual gear, whereas in the event that the positive-locking
shifting element has already been actuated, the transmission
will be open momentarily.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

In the following, the invention is more specifically illus-
trated as an example on the basis of the attached figures. The
following is shown:

FIG. 1: a schematic representation of a multi-stage trans-
mission with a planetary design, which features two positive-
locking shifting elements and four friction-locking shifting
elements;

FIG. 2: an exemplary gearshift diagram for a multi-stage
transmission in accordance with FIG. 1; and
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FIG. 3: the course of the state of a gearshift, of the engine
torque demanded by the ESP control unit and of an interrup-
tion counter, for illustrating the method in accordance with
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made to embodiments of the inven-
tion, one or more examples of which are shown in the draw-
ings. Each embodiment is provided by way of explanation of
the invention, and not as a limitation of the invention. For
example features illustrated or described as part of one
embodiment can be combined with another embodiment to
yield still another embodiment. It is intended that the present
invention include these and other modifications and varia-
tions to the embodiments described herein.

The subject matter of FIG. 1 is a multi-stage transmission
1 with a planetary design known from the state of the art,
which features a drive shaft 2, an output shaft 3, multiple
rotating shafts, a first planetary gear set P1, a second planetary
gear set P2 and a third planetary gear set P3.

The transmission 1 also features six shifting elements,
comprised of a first and a second brake C, D and a first,
second, third and fourth clutch A, B, E, F, the selective
engagement of which brings about various transmission
ratios between the drive shaft 2 and the output shaft 3, such
that there are nine forward gears. Thereby, the first and fourth
clutch A, F are designed as positive-locking shifting ele-
ments, whereas the second and third clutch B, E are designed
as friction-locking multi-disk shifting elements.

The subject matter of FIG. 2 is a gearshift diagram corre-
sponding to the multi-stage transmission shown in FIG. 1. As
can be seen from FIG. 2, upon a downshift from the fifth
forward gear D5 to the fourth forward gear D4, the fourth
clutch F, designed as a positive-locking shifting element, is
the engaged shifting element. In addition, upon a downshift
from the fourth forward gear D4 to the third forward gear D3,
the first clutch A, designed as a positive-locking shifting
element, is the engaged shifting element.

The method in accordance with the invention may be car-
ried out with these two downshifts (for example), in order to
securely terminate such gearshifts at an early stage if there is
an unfavorable course of the turbine speed gradient.

In the attached FIG. 3, the curve G represents the course of
the state of a gearshift, in which an engaged positive-locking
shifting element is involved as a function of time, whereas the
state 1 corresponds to an active gearshift and the state 0
corresponds to an inactive gearshift that is not initiated or is
terminated. Curve H represents the course of the engine
torque demanded by the ESP control unit as a function of
time.

In addition, curve I represents the chronological state of an
interruption counter, whereas the line J represents the thresh-
old value for the interruption counter.

With reference to FIG. 3, the gearshift is initiated at the
point in time t_0, whereas, at the point in time t_1 during the
gearshift, the engine torque demanded by the ESP control unit
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is significantly reduced, and falls short of a threshold.
Thereby, one interruption counter per predetermined time
unit is the unit of the demand of the reduced engine torque in
order to increase a predetermined value, whereas a predeter-
mined threshold value for the interruption counter is
exceeded at the point in time t_2.

Upon the exceeding of the threshold value for the interrup-
tion counter, in the event that the engaged positive-locking
shifting element still has not been actuated, it will be termi-
nated in the actual gear, whereas in the event that the positive-
locking shifting element has already been actuated, the trans-
mission will be open momentarily.

Through the concept in accordance with the invention, in a
simple and cost-effective manner, an upcoming change to the
turbine speed gradient that is unfavorable for the gearshift is
detected at an early stage and the gearshift is terminated,
since, in such a situation, a secure ending of the gearshift
through the closing of the positive-locking shifting element is
no longer ensured.

Modifications and variations can be made to the embodi-
ments illustrated or described herein without departing from
the scope and spirit of the invention as set forth in the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for terminating a gearshift in an automatic
transmission of a motor vehicle, wherein the gearshift
requires actuation of a positive-locking shifting element,
comprising:

after initiation of the gearshift, evaluating a continuous

signal of a control unit of the vehicle to determine
changes in turbine speed gradient resulting from
changes in engine torque; and

based on the evaluation, terminating the gearshift when the

continuous signal indicates that turbine speed gradient
will exceed a first predetermined threshold value or fall
short of a second predetermined threshold value.

2. The method as in claim 1, wherein in the event that the
gearshift is terminated and the positive-locking shifting ele-
ment is not yet actuated, the gearshift is terminated with the
transmission in gear, and wherein in the event that the gear-
shift is terminated and the positive-locking shifting element
has been actuated, the transmission is open.

3. The method as in claim 2, wherein the control unit is one
or a combination of ESP (Electronic Stability) control unit,
ABS (Anti-lock Braking System) control unit, or TCS (Trac-
tion Control System) control unit, and the evaluated continu-
ous signal is an engine break signal generated by the control
unit.

4. The method as in claim 3, wherein the gearshift is ter-
minated when the engine break signal exceeds a first prede-
termined threshold value or falls short of a second predeter-
mined threshold value and an interruption counter exceeds a
predetermined threshold value during the time when the
engine break signal exceeds the first predetermined threshold
value or falls short of the second predetermined threshold
value.



